RELIGION AND THE STATE

made to realise that the Koran does not condemn
the pursuit of knowledge. It should be kept
mindful of the glorious memories of the old
Mohammedan universities of Cordova, Seville,
Toledo, Saragossa, Granada, and Cairo, of the
Beit al Hikma, " House of Knowledge," of
Bagdad, and of the ancient foundations of
Damascus, Meragha,Bussorah, and Gundeshapur.
It would be no bad plan to erect in the new
schools mural tablets in memory of the old
scholars, among them the following:

* ABU-L-FEDA (Prince Ismail Ibn All), born at Damascus,
1273. Historian,, geographer, and liberal patron of
literature. His Annals are a recognised source of
the history of the Saracen Empire.

AL BAKRI (Abu' Ubaid), born at Cordova, 1040.
Geographer and historian. Wrote a geographical
dictionary, a geography, and a history of the tribes
of North Africa.

AL BATANI (Mohammed Ibn Jabir), born in Meso-
potamia, 880. Astronomer. Known in Europe as
" Albategnius" and considered the most dis-
tinguished astronomer between Hipparchus and
the Copernican era. The French Astronomer
Royal, Lalande, who valued his astronomical tables
highly, refers to him as ec au premier rang parmi les
* astronomes."